VARIOUS CONQUESTS
scientific than commercial value, and more sporting value than
scientific. No freight could be carried, it was pointed out, in
such small aircraft, and the strain of such long distances was
bound to exhaust the pilots. A great deal of organization and
much mechanical improvement were needed before Atlantic
flights could become commercially practicable. It was some
years before anyone else 'made the hop3.
Similar doubts were held about airship travel. Early in 1919
the Admiralty built two new hydrogen-filled airships on the
German model, with which to attempt an east-to-west Atlantic
flight. These were the RSS and R34, and both made successful
trial trips over Britain. On July 5th the newspapers reported
that the R34 had left her hangar in preparation for a voyage to
New York: she was expected to make the crossing in forty-eight
hours. The R33, meanwhile, flew over London and impressed
people more with her elegance than her size. The R34 did
indeed reach Long Island safely and landed at Roosevelt Field.
The first man to arrive in America from Britain by air was
Major Pritchard, who leaped out of the airship in a parachute,
in order to give landing instructions to the ground-crew. A
stowaway, found in the gas bags, provided the human drama.
The trip was considered glorious as a sporting achievement, use-
ful in stimulating good feeling between Britain and the United
States, but disappointing from a commercial point of view. The
airship, which arrived with no more than one hour's supply of
petrol left, had taken 108 hours to make the crossing, and twice,
over Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, had been badly buffeted
and blown out of her course by thunderstorms too high to affect
ocean-going liners. General Maitland, her commander, revealed
in his log that the dangers of thq, voyage had been greatly under-
estimated. Not until weather conditions over the Atlantic were
more closely investigated could airships compete with liners: as
yet they were neither safe nor speedy. The regular aerial ferry
to New York remained a pipe-dteam for another twenty years.
The most remarkable flight of all, but one that strangely
enough was almost uncelebrated in the Press, was that of
M'Intosh and Parer from England to Melbourne. These were
two Australian lieutenants who determined, when the war
ended, to go home by air in a condemned D.H.g, bought for a
few pounds. Almost every part of the machine was defective,
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